BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 

13 June 2011 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Lester (Chairman)


A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)


P Cousins


D Dempsey


R Taylor


N Tye

            Cllr J Pembroke (SCC)


Cllr D Keane (Babergh District Council)


PCSO 3226 Jamie Fudge

P Gladwell (RFO)

V J Allard   (Clerk)
There was one member of the public present 

C34/11/12
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Cartwright who was on holiday and from 

Cllr Keane and PCSO 3226 Jamie Fudge.
C35/11/12
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council.
C36/11/12
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The minutes of the meetings held 9 and 23 May were confirmed and signed as correct records.
C37/11/12   PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

Co-option of New Member

Mr Robert Lindsay presented a brief personal profile, saying why he would like to become a Parish Council Member and what he would bring to the role.

Proposed by Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr Dempsey that Mr Lindsay be invited to join the Council.

Mr Lindsay signed a declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk as Proper Officer.

RESOLVED that Robert Lindsay becomes co-opted Member of Bildeston Parish Council.

C38/11/12
POLICE REPORT


The most recent report was read out.



Burglary
Dwelling

No reports



Burglary
Other Building 
No reports



Vehicle Crime



1 Report



Between 17.00 on 11/06/11 and 05.00 on 11/6/11 a van had been broken into and the catalytic 

converter stolen.



Assault/Public Order


No reports



Theft




No reports



Criminal Damage                               1 report



On 13/5/11 a back porch window had been smashed by an unknown person.



Other




No reports
Cllr Tye would be attending the next Safe Neighbourhood Team meeting on 23 June at Great Finborough.
C39/11/12
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL


Cllr Pembroke reminded the Council that he was no longer Leader of Suffolk County Council 

but was pleased to be able to announce that he had been elected as vice chairman of that 

council.


He reported that the budget continued to give concern with £18m having to be found next year.



The current level of service could not be maintained.  Demand for services, particularly from 

the elderly, was increasing. Regarding residential homes, 2300 people were being cared for in 

the private sector which was marginally less expensive.  All the children’s centres were being 

kept open.



The future of the library service would be known in July. The number of books being 


borrowed was falling.



£10m had been borrowed from reserves to help provide Faster Broadband but this money 

would have to be repaid.



Central Government had provided £4.4m for the repair of roads following the severe winter and

that was why there were so many roadworks at the moment.



He introduced the subject of a 20mph scheme for Bildeston but said that he did not hold out 

much hope for obtaining one.  He felt that the necessary expenditure would be difficult to justify

particularly when bus services for some villages had been withdrawn completely.  He said 

20mph
 zones were more appropriate to towns but he was willing to arrange to have traffic 

speeds monitored.



Cllr Lindsay challenged this approach pointing out that some villages in Suffolk had had a 

20mph limit imposed.

Cllr Pembroke replied that any limits needed to be enforced to be successful and said that the police would not be able to take this on.

Cllr Lindsay thought a limit would be self enforcing and that some sort of physical or psychological device could be installed at the village approaches.


The Chairman  thanked Cllr Pembroke for offering to arrange the traffic monitoring machines to be set up and said that all options should be explored and people be offered the chance to choose a preferred option.

C40/11/12
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

There was no report from Babergh this month
C41/11/12
FINANCE


Internal Auditors’ Report for 2011 and Action Plan

Mrs Gladwell (RFO) presented the report which was NOTED and the Action Plan APPROVED.

A Risk Assessment and the Asset Register would be considered at a further meeting, possibly the next planning meeting.

Payment of Salaries and HMRC Liabilities electronically

This matter remained UNRESOLVED and would be carried forward.

To Approve Payments

	Payee/Service
	Ref:/Invoice date
	Cheque No.
	     £

	Came & Company

Insurance
	                  19/05/11
	101314
	1606.64

	Sanden Construction

Coronation Playgrnd
	1012          12/05/11
	101315
	5514.00

	Babergh

Cemetery grdn wst
	05159        31/05/11
	101316
	    80.00

	The Parking Shop

signs
	101303      12/05/11
	101317
	 360.86

	The Parking Shop

No waiting cones
	101267      03/05/11
	101318
	 167.04

	RFO
	                  28/05/11 
	101319
	    83.53

	Clerk
	                  28/05/11
	101320
	  254.98

	SALC

Internal audit fee
	                  25/05/11
	101321
	  166.80

	GRANTS 2011
	Minute number 
	C25/10/11
	

	Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
	
	101322
	  100.00

	Stowmarket CAB
	
	101323
	  100.00

	Helping Hands
	
	101324
	  150.00

	Friends of Bildeston Health Centre
	
	101325
	  100.00


C42/11/12    Employees’ contracts of employment


The contracts had been discussed at an earlier meeting (minute C10/11/12 refers).


Any amendments had been incorporated in the contracts which were now completed.

C43/11/12    STREET LIGHTS


Energy saving changes to street lights being planned by SCC

A letter had been received explaining that in order to save energy all street light units six metres in height and below would be switched off between the hours of midnight and 5.30am except those within the exemption criteria.  These included

· Lights at major junctions/roundabouts

· Town Centres with CCTV, high security businesses e.g. banks, areas of high night time pedestrian usage for example near nightclubs and train stations, outside community facilities and leisure centres

· Areas where street light are needed to reduce road accidents

· Areas where there could be an increase in crime through reduced lighting, e.g. pubs and specific residential areas

· Remote alleys linking residential streets

· Near pedestrian crossings, footbridges, subways

· In public car parks

· At bus stops

· At level crossings, speed humps and traffic lights

· Where there is sheltered housing for the elderly

The plans cover the entire county council lighting stock including those lights owned by Parish, Town, District and Borough Councils.

Public feedback will be welcomed after a settling down period of one month.

It will take the whole of 2011/2012 to install the equipment across the county.

There will be information on the web site at www.suffolk.go.uk/steetlighting
The letter was NOTED
Energy saving changes and other upgrades to Bildeston Parish Council owned street lights
AGREED that Bildeston Parish Council would join the County Council system regarding the purchase and installation of energy saving equipment for the lights in its ownership.
C44/11/12
 MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Coronation Playground 

The Clerk had investigated the installation of a litter bin inside the playground.  Babergh were reluctant to provide this service but offered to erect and empty a bin outside the gate.  Members thought any bin needed to be near the seat.
RESOLVED that the proposal be not auctioned.
Storage Facilities
Work had been started and this was an ongoing project.

Preparations for Winter 2011/12 – Grit Bins and Manual Grit Spreader

RESOLVED that the bins be not replaced and the matter of a manual grit grit spreader be put on hold for the time being.
School Bus
The School Bus was still stopping outside Bank House Stores despite new bus stops having been provided when the Market Square was improved.  On being asked why this was, the County Council had replied that the service provider had said that on the grounds of safety and timekeeping, it had been decided not to turn into the area of the Market Place. SCC was in support of the decision by Beestons.  
The Council was not willing to accept this situation and the Clerk was asked to write again to the County Council pointing out that at the time of the refurbishment of the Market Square, bus turning and stopping requirements had been addressed by the County Council and this should not now be a problem.  The large number of children currently waiting for the bus on the narrow pavement in the High Street was considered to be a potential hazard both for the children themselves and for other people having to walk in the road to get past.  It was also pointed out that traffic overtaking the bus when stopped posed a risk to vehicles exiting the Duke Street junction.

 

 Dog Fouling

Cllr Dempsey reported that there was a distinct problem with dog fouling on footpath no. 3 off Wattisham Road.
C45/11/12
PLANNING MATTERS


.Planning Appendix A
	Application Number:
	B/11/00195

	Location:
	Tankard Farm, Wattisham Road

	Proposal:
	Erection of 2 no. detached and 2 no. pairs semi-detached dwellings and improvement to existing vehicular access (existing bungalow and outbuildings to be demolished)

	Decision:
	No Objection but single storied dwellings might be more suitable in this particular location


	Application Number:
	B/11/00680

	Location:
	136-138 High Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7ED

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Installation of replacement sash windows and associated works to front elevation.

	Decision:
	No Objection but the Council regrets the loss of yet another commercial premises


	Application Number:
	B/11/00681

	Location:
	136-138 High Street

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent- Erection of single storey side extension and rear boundary fence. Internal and external alterations (revised scheme to B/06/0021/LBC).

	Decision:
	No Objection but the Council regrets the loss of yet another commercial premises


	Application Number:
	B/11/00682

	Location:
	136-138 High Street

	Proposal:
	Erection of single storey side extension and rear boundary fence. Change of use from shop to residential. Internal and external alterations (revised scheme to P.P. B/06/00020/FUL).

	Decision:
	No Objection but the Council regrets the loss of yet another commercial premises




Planning Appendix B

Decided by Babergh District Council

	Application Number:
	B/11/00480

	Location:
	6 Chapel Street,

	Proposal:
	Reduce 1 No. Ash tree (T1) back to previous pruning points and balance lower crown of 1 No. Yew tree (T2) as required, covered by Tree Preservation Order TPO 78.

	Decision:
	Granted


	Application Number:
	B/11/00576

	Location:
	Christmas Hall and The Coach House, Market Place

	Proposal:
	Crown reduce Sycamore to front of Christmas Hall by up to 30% back to previous pruning points. Remove Sycamore adjacent to the Coach House.

	Decision:
	Granted


C46/11/12
ROAD SAFETY 



20 mph



This item had been covered earlier in the meeting.


Community Speedwatch (CSW)



There was no report this month.
.

C47/11/12
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

· Chamberlin Close – overgrown hedges but still in the nesting season
· Artiss Close still overgrown – Clerk to contact Babergh again

· Sign post at the bottom of Wattisham Road being overgrown with ivy. Clerk to inform SCC Highways and also ask about repositioning of post since it currently obstructs vision.
The meeting closed at 10.03pm
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